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Best-selling author Sally Rippin shares her experiences as a parent of a

neurodivergent child struggling to read and the ways she learned to offer

him support and advocate for him within the educational system.
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< How we
learn to read
and what can °
huppen if we don't

were expatrial teknd. all of us moving around the w

every few years, and this was long before the internet.
Obur friendships were severed like limbs.

da privatc
all-girls school out in the suburbs My devastation was

complete. In Hong Kong I had just started becoming
interested in boys. Id had friends who wore pencil
skirts and thick black cyclincr, and worshipped David
Bowic and Blondic. They smoked Indoncsian cigarcttcs
oys i

ese giddy heights yet, but I knew atcendin
snt going to get me there any quicker.
v

the ‘cool girls), it was important to know how to wear
your school uniform just right: socks, not stockings,

Supports and shows appreciation for teachers
while citing flaws within the educational system.

Promotes empathy for all neurodivergent children
and their families.

Provides background on neurodiversity and cites
support resources for parents.

By the author of the Billie B. Brown, Hey Jack!,
Polly and Buster, and School of Monsters series, as
well as the picture book Big Dog, Little Dog.

all the while knowing it was the onlv thing that mﬂy
nattered. Casual-clothes days were a nightmare.
I've always felt like an outsider. Among cxpatriate

kids, this was pxctty usual = we were all outsiders;

y me bedrooms the ,a
alvways slept in, played in the streets theyd always played
in and were fricnds with gisls they'd known since they
weze five. Here, 1 kacw no-onc whod had a Life like
mine. No-one who had been to eight different schools
i ten yeass and lived in almost as many citics. I felt like

roll. T mourned my old lfe and filled secret journals with
angsty text and bad poctry.

I rlmg|=w'hrrrmghrh||c=mgnr'h igh
adoleseence without the solace and company of books.
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